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American Institute of Pakistan Studies

Established in 1973

April 29, 2005

Dear Pakistanist,

Welcome to the Second Biennial International Conference of Pakistan Studies. We are very

happy that you have been able to join us.

We have a full program. Besides the eight panels that cover the full disciplinary range of
interest in Pakistan and related topics, we hope you will appreciate the special exhibit “Re-
figuring Tradition: Contemporary Art from Pakistan”, curated by Murtaza Vali, Institute of
Fine Arts, New York University, on display for the duration of the conference. In addition to
this, we have arranged a screening of the newly released Pakistani feature film Khamwosh Pani
(Silent Waters), directed by Sabitha Sumar, that will be shown after dinner on Saturday evening,
Please note also that we are serving complimentary refreshments and soft drinks throughout,
but making a nominal charge for lunch and dinner for guests who are non-members (excepting
students) or whose names do not appear on the program. Please review the enclosed materials

and let us know if you have any questions.
We look forward to your full participation throughout the sessions, and hope you will favor
us with your comments and suggestions at the end.

Sincerely,

Brian Spooner, President
American Institute of Pakistan Studies

American Institute of Pakistan Studies
University of Pennsylvania Museum, 3260 South Street, Philadelphia PA 19104-6398
Telephone: 215.746.0250  Fax: 215.898.7462  Email: info@pakistanstudies-aips.org
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HoTEL INFORMATION:

The official Conference hotel is the Marriott
Residence Inn Philadelphia Center City, located at
One East Penn Square. in the heart of Center City is
just steps away from magnificent City Hall and the
Reading Terminal Market. The Pennsylvania
Convention Center, the Kimmel Center for the
Performing Arts, and world class restaurants and
shopping are all within walking distance. Just a short
taxi ride away are the Philadelphia Museum of Art,
the Franklin Institute Science Museum, and
Independence Hall, all within one mile of the hotel.

CONFERENCE SITE INFORMATION:
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM OF
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

The University of Pennsylvania Museum of
Archaeology and Anthropology is dedicated to the
study and understanding of human history and
diversity. Founded in 1887, Penn Museum has
conducted more than 400 archaeological and
anthropological expeditions around the world. Three
gallery floors feature materials from Egypt,
Mesopotamia, the Bible Lands, Mesoamerica, Asia
and the ancient Mediterranean World, as well as
artifacts from native peoples of the Americas, Africa

and Polynesia. The Museum offers a glass-enclosed Museum
Café overlooking the inner gardens, and three shops—the
Museum Shop, the Second Site shop and the Pyramid Shop
for children. With an active exhibition schedule, a
membership program, and educational programming for
children and adults, Penn Museum offers the public an
opportunity to share in the ongoing discovery of
humankind’s collective heritage.

The University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology
and Anthropology is located on the Penn campus, across
from Franklin Field, at 3260 South Street in Philadelphia.
Museum hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.; closed Mondays, holidays and
summer Sundays from Memorial Day through Labor Day.
Admission donation is $8 adults, $5 students and senior
citizens; free to Member?,Gghildren under 6, and Penncard
holders.  For information, visit the Museum’s website at
www.museum.upenn.edu or call (215) 898-4000.

SHUTTLE INFORMATION:

A complimentary shuttle service has been provided for
conference guests. A shuttle will run continously during
the times listed below between the Marriott Residence
Inn Philadelphia Center City and the University of
Pennsylvania Musuem of Archaeology and
Anhtropology. Because of PennRelays we advise all
participants to utilize the shuttle service to minimize
delays for parking and traffic. All times listed are for
departures starting from the Conference Hotel,
Residence Inn Center City, except the last run each day.
which initiates at the Conference site. The ride may
take as long as 20 minutes each way.

FrRIDAY APRIL 29:
11am-12:30pm
3-4pm
6:30-7:30pm
8:00-9:30pm
SATURDAY APRIL 30:
8:30-9:30am
12:30-1:30pm
6-7pm
8-9pm
10-11pm
SunpAaY May 1:
8:00-9:30 am
10:30-11:30am
1-3:30pm
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SCHEDULE SUMMARY

FRriDAY APRIL 29

10:30 am
Registration
Mosaic Gallery

12:00 pm
Lunch
Lower Egypt Gallery

1:15 pm
Opening Remarks
Rainey Auditorium

1:30 - 3:15 pm
Session One: The Economics of Pakistan, A
Roundtable

Rainey Auditorium

3:45 - 5:30 pm
Session Two: Recent Developments in Pakistan
Archaeology

Rainey Auditorium

6:00 pm
Reception

Mosaic Gallery

7:00 pm
Dinner
Lower Egypt Gallery
Plenary Address: Social Sciences in Pakistan:
Contextualizing the Learning and Research Deficit

SATURDAY APRIL 30

8:30 am
Registration
Mosaic Gallery
Coffee
Children’s Cafe

9:00 - 10:45 am
Session Three: Computing in Pakistani Languages
Co-sponsored with the South Asian Language
Resource Center (SALRC)
Rainey Auditorium

11:00 - 12:45 pm
Session Four: The Politics of Pakistan, A Roundtable
Rainey Auditorium

12:45 - 2:15 pm
Lunch
Lower Egypt Gallery
Plenary Address: The Development of Philosophical
Thought in Pakistan

2:15 - 4:00 pm
Session Five: Beyond the State: Interregional
Histories of Pakistan

Rainey Auditorium

4:15 - 6:00 pm
Session Six: Literature
Co-Sponsored with the Annual of Urdn Studies

Rainey Auditorium

6:00 pm
Reception
Co-Sponsored with the South Asia Studies Department of the
University of Pennsylvania
Mosaic Gallery

7:00 pm
Dinner
Upper Egypt Gallery
Plenary Address: The Future of Pakistan Studies

8:30 - 10:00 pm
Special Event: Film: Khamosh Pani (Silent Waters)
Sabiha Sumar/2003/95 min/video/Pakistan
Rainey Auditorium

8:30 am
Coffee
Children’s Cafe

9:15 - 11:00 am
Session Seven: Historical Correctness: Writing and
Teaching the Pasts of Pakistan

Rainey Auditorium

11:15 - 1:00 pm
Session Eight: Adab and its Sources
Co-sponsored with the Center for Sounth Asia Libraries (CSAL)

Rainey Auditorium

1:15 pm
Lunch
Upper Egypt Gallery
Concluding Remarks and Plans for Third Biennial
Conference
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DETAILED PROGRAM

FripAY APRIL 29

10:30 am
REGISTRATION
Mosaic Gallery

12:00 pm
LuNncH
Lower Egypt Gallery

1:15 pm

OPENING REMARKS

Rainey Auditorium

Peter Conn, Interim Provost, University of Pennsylvania

1:30 - 3:15 pm

SEssioN ONE: THE EcoNnomics OF PAKISTAN, A ROUNDTABLE
Rainey Auditorium

Chair: Robert LaPorte, Jr., Pennsylvania State University
Shabhid Javed Burki, formerly World Banfk

Faisal Bari, Mabhbub ul-Hagq Institute

Jobn Adams, University of Virginia

3:45 - 5:30 pm
SEsSION Two: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN PAKISTAN

ARCHAEOLOGY
Rainey Auditorium

This panel will focus on the current state of the academic field
of archaeology in Pakistan, with a focus on different aspects
of training, research and conservation, both in the Department
of Archaeology and Museums, as well as in the Universities.
The first paper will summarize the efforts by US and Pakistani
scholars involved in the Harappa Archeological Research Project
who have been involved in archaeological training in the course
of field research conducted in collaboration with the Department
of Archaeology and Museums. The second paper will summarize
the state of archaeology in a relatively small university campus,
at Shah Abdul Latif University, Khairpur, Sindh. The third paper
will present the challenges and future goals of the newest
academic department of archaeology established at Punjab
University, Lahore. The goals of this panel are to highlight
recent achievements as well as the challenges that face the
advancement of archaeology in Pakistan. The panel will also
hopefully provide future directions for developing strong
collaborative programs between US and Pakistani academic
institutions.

CHALLENGES IN ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRAINING, CONSERVATION
AND RESEARCH: A PERSPECTIVE FROM HARAPPA
Jonathan Mark Kenoyer, University of Wisconsin, Madison

ABSTRACT: This paper will discuss recent contributions of the
Harappa Archaeological Research Project with a focus on the
integration of research and conservation with training. It will
also discuss some of the challenges facing the field of
archaeology in Pakistan today. The project was established in
1986 by Dr. G. E Dales (University of California at Berkeley)
and Dr. ]. Mark Kenoyer (University of Wisconsin, Madison)
in collaboration with the Department of Archaeology and
Museums, Government of Pakistan. Since 1992 the project has
been co-directed by Dr. Richard H. Meadow (Harvard
University), Dr. J. Mark Kenoyer (UW Madison) and Dr. Rita
Wright (New York University). A large number of US and
Pakistani students and staff have been involved with the research
and many students and staff who received training at Harappa
are now in government or university jobs related to archaeology.
This project has made a significant impact on the field of
archaeological research through the close association of research
and training;

ARCHAEOLOGY AT KHAIRPUR UNIVERSITY: REGIONAL
PERSPECTIVES.
Nilofer Shaikh, Shab Abdul Latif University, Khairpur Mirs, Sindh

ABSTRACT: The Department of Archaeology Shah Abdul Latif
University has played an active role and has conducted several
projects in the Rohri hills, within Thar Desert and adjacent
alluvial plains of the Sindh province of Pakistan. This is first
time that Thar Desert of Sindh Pakistan and Rohri hills are
investigated intensively. In this major focus area a total of 328
sites and workshops ranging from Palaeolithic to Mature Indus
times have been recorded. The recorded archaeological sites in
fact represent a complete profile of cultural growth and
development chronologically. The data presented in this paper
is gathered after conducting several survey and excavation
projects between 2000 to 2005. The preliminary examination
of cultural objects indicated that majority of settlements were
reoccupied for several times.

ARCHAEOLOGY AND HiSTORY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PUNJAB
Farzand Masib, University of the Punjab, Lahore

Discussant:
Richard Meadon, Harvard University

6:00 pm
RECEPTION
Mosaic Gallery
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7:00 pm

DiINNER

Lower Egypt Gallery

PLENARY ADDRESS: SOCIAL SCIENCES IN PAKISTAN:

CONTEXTUALIZING THE LEARNING AND RESEARCH DEFICIT
Zulfigar Gilani, Director, Centre for Higher Education

Transformation, formerly Vice Chancellor, Peshawar University

SATURDAY APRIL 30

8:30 am
REGISTRATION
Mosaic Gallery
COFFEE
Children’s Cafe

9:00 - 10:45 am

SEssION THREE: COMPUTING IN PAKISTANI LANGUAGES
Co-sponsored with the South Asian Language Resource
Center (SALRC)

Rainey Auditorium
Chair: Steve Poulos, SALRC

DiGITAL DICTIONARIES OF INFREQUENTLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES
OF PAKISTAN

Wilma Heston, University of Pennsylvania &

Elena Bashir, University of Chicago

ABsTRACT: This presentation by two of the participants in the
Digital Dictionaries of Infrequently/Less commonly taught
languages of Pakistan will demonstrate the materials developed
so far, discuss the status of the work and possible future
developments, and, importantly, discuss some of the problems
encountered.

SINDHI ON THE BRINK: LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE IN THE
GLOBAL AND NETWORKED COMMUNITY
Jennifer Cole, University of Lllinois

ABSTRACT: Sindhi has survived a history of more than 1,000
years of contact with languages of foreign rulers, and today
boasts a population conservatively estimated at 30-40 million
in Sindh, with another several million speakers in India and
beyond the subcontinent. These numbers suggest a secute fututre
for the language in the global context, yet closer inspection
reveals cause for concern. This presentation considers the
linguistic, sociological and technological factors impacting
Sindhi today, and assesses the status of the language for future
generations. We will discover a language on the brink of renewal,
and at the same time a language threatened by contact-induced

change and generational decline. The outcome— rejuvenation
or rapid decline— will depend on the success of the networked
electronic medium in linking speakers across national
boundaries, in facilitating the exchange of information and ideas
and the sharing of a common cultural and literary heritage.
The talk will highlight recent developments in electronic access
to Sindhi, and the Sindhi Online language learning project.

BACKGROUND, IssuEs, CURRENT WORK AND FUTURE
DirecTiONS IN URDU LANGUAGE COMPUTING

Sarmad Hussain, Center for Research in Urdn Langnage Processing,
National University of Computer and Emerging Sciences, Labore

11:00 - 12:45 pm

SeEssioN Four: THE PoLriTics OF PAKISTAN, A
ROUNDTABLE

Rainey Auditorium

Chaired by: Robert LaPorte, Pennsylvania State University
Rasul Bakhsh Rais, Labore University of Management Sciences
Marvin Weinbaum, Middle East Institute

Stephen Philip Coben, Brookings Institution

12:45 - 2:15 pm

LuncH

Lower Egypt Gallery

PLENARY ADDRESs: THE DEVELOPMENT OF PHILOSOPHICAL

THOUGHT IN PAKISTAN
M. Ashraf Adeel, Peshawar University

2:15 - 4:00 pm
SeEssiON FiveE: BEYOND THE STATE: INTERREGIONAL

HISTORIES OF PAKISTAN
Rainey Auditorium
Chair: Rubab Qureshi, University of Pennsylvania

PasHTUN DiasPorA: MIGRATION TO THE GULF, 1970-2000
Robert Nichols, Richard Stockton College

ABSTRACT: This paper on Pashtun migration for labor in the
period 1970-2000 is a part of alarger study of ethnic circulation,
migration, and social change in the Indian Ocean region in the
modern period, from the late eighteenth century to the present.
The discussion focuses specifically on Pashtuns from districts
in the northwest of Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan who have
worked in the United Arab Emirates and the Gulf since the oil
boom of the early 1970s. A general theoretical approach framing
my focus on social dynamics at the village and regional level
derives from Appadurai’s notion that a specific place of research
becomes less a case study than, “a site for the examination of
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how locality emerges in a globalizing world, of how colonial
processes underwrite contemporary politics, of how history
and genealogy inflect one another, and of how global facts
take local form”.

LABOR MIGRANTS’ CALL TOo THE UMMAH IN KUWAIT:
CONTRADICTIONS AND INTERCONNECTIONS
Attiva Abmed, Duke University

ABsTRACT: This paper addresses an apparent contradiction. In
recent years, numerous domestic servants in Kuwait, largely
women from South India and Southeast Asia, have converted
to Islam. While several reasons for these conversions have
been propounded, many of the Pakistanis among whom I
conduct research interpreted these acts as misguided attempts
on the part of these workers to wrest better treatment from
their employers. My interlocutors perceived these attempts to
be misguided because Pakistani laborers in Kuwait, a population
that is overwhelming male, argue that their employers are wary,
or at best ambivalent about their shared Muslim identity.
Employers, they told me, tend to prefer hiring non-Muslims
because there is less chance of ‘trouble’ with them. Using this
seeming contradiction as an entry point, this paper examines
how different groups of laborers’ ‘call to the Ummah’ helps us
to unfurl and begin to understand the interconnections between
labor migration, social constructions of gender, processes of
racialization and religious difference in Kuwait.

THE STATE AND DiasrorA: THE PAKISTANI TRANSNATIONAL
AND THE NEW RETURN MIGRATION
Junaid Rana, University of 1llinois

ABSTRACT: The period from the early 1970s to the First Gulf
War in 1992 was a watershed in the movement of transnational
labor from Pakistan to the Middle East, primarily Gulf
countries. This transregional phenomenon was the result of a
boom in construction contracts and the proliferation of the
petrodollar economy. Transnational migrants returned the fruits
of their labor through remittances that made a distinct impact
on the GDP of many South Asian countries. Indeed, the return
of the labor migrant from assignments in the Gulf often
heralded, on the one hand the success and dignity of work
abroad, but also the uncertainty of local options for employment
and the accrual of capital. Since this period of high volume in
Gulf labor contacts, such migrations have continued but with
increased complexity. This change is significant both in terms
of migration experience, that facilitates a growing knowledge
base of transnationalism, and the locations sought for work
and employment. This multi-layered system of migration and
transnational work is more aptly referred to in terms of a
Pakistani labor diaspora. More recently return migration has

taken on a new significance in Pakistan. In particular I refer to
the forced and unforced return migration of Pakistani’s from
the United States. Estimates place this return migration at
around 100,000 since 2001. In large part this migration has
been the result of voluntary return to preempt forced
deportation and the possibility of the separation of families to
different continents. This large return migration has had
significant repercussions in Pakistan. This paper will explore
how this recent trend has benefited from previous discourses
of return and the shift that has occurred in transnational
migration itself as a result of direct state intervention.

Di1sCUSSANT:
David Gilmartin, North Carolina State Unzversity

4:15 - 6:00 pm

SESSION Six: LITERATURE

Co-Sponsored with the Annnal of Urdu Studies

Rainey Auditorium

Chair: Daisy Rockwell, University of California, Berkeley

PRUDERY IN SOUTH ASIAN MUSLIM LITERATURE : THE BRITISH
LEcAcy
Tariqg Rabman, University of California, Berkeley

ABSTRACT: Muslim literature in Persian and Urdu, the main lan-
guages of North Indian high culture during British rule, un-
derwent several changes because of the British influence. One
of these changes was that erotic references which were part of
this literature were bowdlerized. This movement was part of
modelling literature on the British Victorian model so as to
make it look respectable. The earlier literature was the product
of a male dominant, fatalistic society and it justified this domi-
nance as well as the arbitrariness of feudal rule. The new lit-
erature, purged of its erotic content by reformers, justified the
Victorian values and colonial rule. One of the results of this
movement was to make South Asians embarrassed about their
literary heritage which, in turn, justified British cultural and
intellectual hegemony.

FuGITIVE MEANINGS AND VEILED RESISTANCE IN AN ORAL
INARRATIVE
Maggie Ronkin, Georgetown University

ABSTRACT: James C. Scott (1990) metaphotizes as ‘hidden tran-
scripts’ texts of the oppressed, which project reversals of ex-
isting distributions of status and rewards in discourses of dig-
nity, negation, and social justice. This paper focuses on the
narration of one socially just upside-down world to elucidate
what its language reveals of the speaker’s perspective on lived
expetiences of subordination. The narrator is Tahira, a domes-
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tic worker in the household of a military officer in Lahore. 1
interpret Tahira’s narrative as a moral drama that she anchors
in a literal world and then imaginatively shifts to model con-
trasting kinds of characters and situations with which she art-
tully composes commentary. Tahira portrays her liberation in
discursive moves, with which she manipulates interwoven prop-
erties of textuality to contrast actual and hypothetical situa-
tions, and to support existing and new positions. Though these
moves, and through projections of facets of her own and oth-
ers’ agency, she constructs a fantasy of rising from subservi-
ence into a position occupied by ‘perpetrators’ of injustice to
become an ‘enabler’ of a more equitable distribution of re-
wards. However, in the end, Tahira’s narrative offers a limited
instantiation of the arts of resistance. Her re-figuration of so-
cial legitimacy stops short of aligning with struggles to erase
lines of demarcation that define servants’ subjugation, and to
overturn hierarchies of her own society. At the same time, she
demonstrates strategies for ‘getting away with’ verbal aggres-
sion by re-framing her telling as joking and creating ambiguity
as to whether her enactment is a call for justice.

SHEBA IN RuUiNs: URDU MODERNISM’S IMAGINATIVE GEOGRAPHY
A. Sean Pue, Columbia University

ABsTRACT: This paper examines the role of imaginative
geography within literary modernism in Urdu. It focuses on
the poetry of N. M. Rashed (1910-1975) and argues that from
his earliest to his most mature poetry, Rashed moves from an
historical to a geographical imaginary. This shift was prompted
by decolonization, which Rashed saw as a moment of potential
for a rupture with World History.

6:00 pm

RECEPTION

Co-Sponsored with the South Asia Studies Department of the University
of Pennsylvania

Mosaic Gallery

7:00 pm

DiNNER

Upper Egypt Gallery

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: THE FUTURE OF PAKISTAN STUDIES

Brian Spooner, University of Pennsylvania, President American
Institute of Pakistan Studies

ABSTRACT: Pakistan Studies was formulated in the age of area
studies with the goal of guaranteeing due attention to Pakistan
in the allocation of resources to the study of the various
countries of the South Asia region. Over the past generation
the area-studies framework has lost focus, and Pakistan has
gained interest for scholars in other fields. What was once a

marginal part of South Asia now draws interest for the study
of particular globalizing processes. Scholars from other areas
now attend to events and processes in Pakistan's short history
that give it unique significance in a global context and bring
otherwise neglected parts of Pakistan into analytical view. Some
of these new academic focuses are positive; some are negative.
Pakistan was the first new state to emerge in the postcolonial
age. But its founder's vision of nationhood remains unfulfilled.
Its experience with issues of language, ethnicity, border
maintenance, Islamicizing thought, and the development of
democratic institutions has been played out in the clear light of
bureaucratic and literary documentation. Butit has been plagued
by civil violence, ethnic rebellion, and evidence of terrorist
involvement. The future of Pakistan will no doubt depend on
the continuation of the precarious balance between provincial
and national politics and international opinion and support. But
the future of Pakistan Studies will play beyond the area-studies
context, in which it was developed, into the globalization studies
for which it provides so much fascinating material.

8:30 am
COFFEE
Children’s Cafe

9:15 - 11:00 am

SEsSSION SEVEN: HisTORICAL CORRECTNESS: WRITING
AND TEACHING THE PASTS OF PAKISTAN

Rainey Auditorium

Chair and Discussant: Aslam Syed, University of Pennsylvania

SHIFTING ARCHIVES IN PAKISTANI HISTORIOGRAPHY: THE ROLE
OF LITERATURE.
Farina Mir, University of Michigan

GRAIN FROM CHAFF: THE INCREDIBLE LIGHTNESS OF
PaxisTaN’s HisToRry IN THE U.S. COLLEGE CLASSROOM
Richard Barnett, University of 1 irginia

ABSTRACT: My two decades of teaching Pakistan's history have been
highly challenging but rewarding. Student expectations, opinions,
pronouncements, performances and triumphs, the constant search
for the best teaching matetials, and the best major themes to pursue
in the undergraduate classroom form the main topics for this talk

PAKISTAN’S STRATEGIC PERCEPTION AND HISTORY:
THE PROBLEM OF LINEARITY

Ayesha Siddiga, Woodrow Wilson International Center Fellow, the
University of London
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11:15 - 1:00 pm

SEssioN EIGHT: ADAB AND ITS SOURCES
Co-sponsored with the Center for Sounth Asia Libraries (CSAL)
Rainey Auditorium

This panel features reports on the investigation of vatious aspects
of Pakistan's place in the larger wotld of Urdu and Persian literacy
in South and Central Asia.

ApAB AND THE LiBRARY DUNYA
James Nye, University of Chicago & Center for South Asia Libraries

LITERACY AS ADAB
Brian Spooner, University of Pennsylvania &
William Hanaway, University of Pennsylvania

ABSTRACT: The history of the telationship of written to spoken
language in Persianate civilization has received little focused
attention. This literate tradition is unbroken from the Sumerians
and the Egyptians to the present. Despite the sctipt changes in the
first millennium we may assume some continuities in what might
be called the culture of literacy. We can also hypothesize continuities
in the way written language has been conceived, organized,
produced and consumed, and in its relationship to the forms of
organization involved in administration and other historical
processes. The universal adoption of Persian in the courts of the
Eastern Caliphate in the 9th century appears to have been
accompanied by the resumption of certain eatlier protocols and
practices that are no longer possible to discern with certainty, but
may perhaps be reconstructed. The organization of information
on the written page became in subtle ways the model of the society
atlarge and continues to influence certain forms of behavior down
to modern times. We need to look more carefully into a number
of social, linguistic and historical factors in order to understand
more fully the role of literacy as a core institution in the vast area
of Asia (centered on Pakistan) in which Persian served as the
administrative and literary koine over the past millennium.

BETWEEN DOCUMENT AND CULTURE: SURVEYING PRIVATE LiI-
BRARIES IN PAKISTAN
S. Nomanul Hagq, University of Pennsylvania and AIPS

AssTtRACT: S. Nomanul Haq will explain how the the Private
Library and Archival Survey Project (PLASP) embodies a
process that steers through a path where culture intersects with
the preserved document and written material, and how this
process has already shown a rich promise to bring about a
structured coherence between different entities and interests
both inside and outside Pakistan.

1:15 pm

LuNcH

Upper Egypt Gallery

CoNCLUDING REMARKS AND PLANS FOR THIRD BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

SpECIAL EVENTS

SATURDAY APRIL 30: 8:30 - 10:00 pm

FiLM ScREENING: KHAMOSH PANI (SILENT WATERS)
Sabiha Sumar/2003/95 min/video/Pakistan

Rainey Auditorium

Khamosh Pani is set in 1979 in Pakistan, when General Zia-ul-
Hagq took control of the country and stoked the fires of Islamic
nationalism. Ayesha, a Muslim woman who gets by on her late
husband’s pension and by teaching young girls the Koran, invests
her hopes in her beloved son Saleem. But when Saleem takes
up with a group of Islamic fundamentalists just as a group of
Sikh pilgrims come to town, Ayesha’s haunted past turns her
present life upside down.

ABouUT THE FILMMAKER:

Sabiha Sumar was born in Karachi in 1961. She studied
filmmaking and political science at the Sarah Lawrence College,
New York, and International Relations at the University of
Cambridge. Her first documentary, “Who Will Cast the First
Stoner” was about the protest of working-class women against
the imposition of Islamic law in Pakistan in 1979. In 1992, she
founded Vidhi Films. Her 1999 documentary, “Don’t Ask Why?”
explores the dreams and aspirations of a young Muslim gitl
against the backdrop of increasing religiosity in Pakistani society.
“Silent Waters” is her debut feature. “Khamosh Pani” has won
tremendous critical acclaim, 14 international awards, and has
been presented at numerous film festivals around the world.
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Re-Figuring Tradition:

Contemporary Art from
Pakistan

Curated by Murtaza Vali, Institute of Fine Arts, New York University

This exhibition brings together the work of four young artists trained at the
National College of Art in Lahore. Uniting these four artists is an interest in
exploring the political, social, and cultural realities of contemporary Pakistan
through varying uses of the figure, rearticulating tradition.

As the oldest art school in Pakistan, located in the historic Mughal summer capital,
the National College of Art has played a central role in the history of modern
art in Pakistan. Three of the four artists presented in this show have been schooled
and work in the miniature painting tradition. The National College of Artis the
only art school in the Subcontinent that offers miniature painting as a program
of instruction, under the guidance of Professor and artist Bashir Ahmed. This
contemporary revival of the miniature as an artistic medium has been especially
successful in the global art arena, increasing the visibility of contemporary Pakistani
art and artists on the international stage.

The neo-miniaturists included in the show demonstrate the vitality and flexibility
of this traditional medium, each adapting the taught techniques to produce
significantly different results. Fasiullah Ahsan, updates the Mughal portrait
tradition to humorously portray a much reviled figure of contemporary Pakistani
society, the corrupt policeman. Saira Wasim, revives the Mughal tradition of
illustrated royal histories, creating a series of illustrations that mimic Shah Jahan’s
tamous Padshahnama (AD 1624), using the format to present and critique the
reign of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Talha Rathore rejects the human
and her paintings are populated instead with metonyms, a series of simple forms,
each imbued with particular personal meanings; paper boats evoke childhood
memories, while trees, detived from traditional miniature idioms, serve as stand-
ins for people. In contrast to the contemporary miniature, which has emerged
as a dominant form, other artists have achieved acclaim for work in other mediums.
Ruby Chishti’s sculptures, created from discarded scraps of fabric bursting with
straw, evoke children’s stuffed toys, here reconfigured to criticize the still prevalent
gender bias against female infants.

PacE 11

Image: My birth will take
place a thousand times no
matter how you celebrate
it, cast fabric, stitched and
stuffed with straw, yarn,
2001, 15" x 16" x 18" —
Ruby Chishti



CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS

JonN Abpawms specializes in the study of the societies, politics, and
economies of the South Asian countries: Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. He is a former Departmental Chair, and is
now Professor Emeritus, on the Faculties of Economics at the
University of Maryland, College Park, and Northeastern University,
Boston. He is presently Visiting Scholar in the Center for South
Asian Studies, University of Virginia-Chatlottesville. Adams consults
with the Asian Development Bank and other international agencies
on financial sector reform, trade promotion, institutional economics,
and rural development. He is a coauthor of Exports, Politics, and
Economic Development: Pakistan, 1970-1982 and India, The Search for Unity,
Democracy, and Progress. Adams’s work on India centers on policy and
sectoral issues in the framework of long-term growth. About Pakistan,
he has written on demographic and political economy issues, while his
interest in Bangladesh has centered largely on human rights and civil
soclety topics.

M. AsHRAF ADEEL is Professor of Philosophy and former Director
of Institute of Education and Research at the University of Peshawar.
He also served as the Vice Chancellor of Hazara University, Pakistan
and was a Senior Visiting Fellow at Linacre College, Oxford University.
His areas of specialization include Philosophy of Language,
Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Logic, Logic, and Epistemology.

ATTIYA AHMAD is currently a third year PhD studentin the department
of Cultural Anthropology at Duke University under the supervision
of Prof. Katherin Ewing, and Prof. Diane Nelson. Her dissertation
fieldwork focuses on Pakistani migrants and Islamic movements in
Kuwait. Prior to her doctoral studies, Ms. Ahmad embatked on a
singularly unsuccessful documentary film-making career, and she also
worked with a number of NGOs and community organizations in
Pakistan, Canada and the Middle East, including the South Asian
Women’s Community Center in Toronto, APPNA SEHAT in
Islamabad, and Oxfam-Quebec in Jerusalem. Her undergraduate
and masters degrees were both obtained at the University of Toronto,
where she graduated with high academic distinction.

FarsaL Barir joined the Lahore University of Management Sciences
(LUMS) faculty in the fall of 1998 after completing his PhD from
McGill University. Since then he has taught courses in the areas of
economic development, game theory, industrial organisation, and
institutional economics. His current research interests are in applied
game theory, industrial organisation and economic development. Dt
Bari was a Visiting Faculty member at the Yale University Economics
Department for the academic year 2000-2001.

RicHARD BARNETT has taught South Asian history since 1974 at the
University of Virginia, and since 1984, he has taught the history of
Pakistan. His research is on early modern states and societies (Awadh,
Hyderabad, Bahawalpur, Bhopal). He has produced North India Between
Empires, and Rethinking Early Modern India (as editor), as well as several
articles on Bahawalpur and Cholistan. His fellowships include SSRC,
AIPS, AIIS, NEH and Fulbright. He has driven all over Pakistan
with his family, and survived. While in Pakistan he makes his HQ in
Lahore.

E1LENA BasHIR is a linguist (Ph.D,, linguistics University of Michigan,
Dissertation topic: “Topics in Kalasha Syntax: An areal and
typological perspective”) who works primarily on the languages of
northern and western Pakistan. She has spent most of her life in
Pakistan, and has been teaching in the U.S. since 1997. She is currently
working on a reference grammar of Khowar.

SHAHID JAVED BURKI’s career at the World Bank began in 1974 with
appointment as senior economist of the Policy Planning and Program
Review Department. In 1982 he was appointed Director of the
International Relations Department, and later served as Director of
the China Department. He served as Finance and Planning Minister
of the Pakistan for 2 years. Burki was a member of the care-taker
government that took office following the dismissal of Ms. Bhutto;
he was in charge of the portfolios of finance, planning and economic
affairs. Mr. Burki has since re-joined the World Bank as vice-president
of the Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Office. Burki has
written extensively on the political economy of both China and
Pakistan. Burki was educated at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar
and at Harvard University as a Mason Fellow.

STEPHEN COHEN has been Senior Fellow in the Foreign Policy Studies
program at The Brookings Institution since 1998, and is an expert on
India, Pakistan, and security issues. He is the author of ten books,
including the recently published The Idea of Pakistan, a book on
Pakistan’s future as a state, and the implications for Pakistan’s neighbors
and America. Current projects include a book on the Kargil and 2002
crises and another on the origins of war and peace in South Asia. In
2004 Dr. Cohen was named by the Association of Foreign Policy
Associations as one of the five hundred influentials in the making of
American foreign policy. He taught at the University of Illinois for
many years, where he co-founded the Program in Arms Control,
Disarmament, and International Security. He has also taught at Keio
University (Tokyo) and Andhra University (India), Georgetown
University, and the School of Advanced International Studies,
Washington. He served on the Policy Planning Staff, U.S. Department
of State (1985-87) and was Scholar-in-Residence, Ford Foundation,
New Delhi (1992-93). Dr. Cohen speaks Hindi and Urdu.

JENNIFER COLE is an associate professor of Linguistics at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. Cole received her
Ph.D. in Linguistics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
and taught at Yale University prior to joining the University of Illinois
in 1990. Her research in the areas of phonetics and phonology relate
broadly to spoken language: how humans produce and perceive speech,
how languages undergo change in their spoken form, and how
computer systems can be designed for speech recognition and speech
synthesis. Dr. Cole has a long-standing interest in Sindhi language
and culture, and has visited rural and urban Sindhi communities on
both sides of the Pakistan-India border. She has written three
encyclopedia atticles on Sindhi grammar, and is currently at work on
a'web-based self-study course in Sindhi, with support from the South
Asian Language Resoutce Centet.

PeTER CONN, the Interim Provost of the University of Pennsylvania,
is the Andrea Mitchell Term Professor of English at the University
of Pennsylvania. Conn is also Board Chairman Emeritus of Pearl S.
Buck International and has served as Dean of the College, chair of
the graduate groups in American Civilization and English, and Faculty
Master of Robert Hill College House and Community House. A
John Simon Guggenheim Foundation Fellow, Conn has also directed
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) seminars for college
and high school teachers. He has received several awards for
distinguished teaching, and has served as literary consultant on
numerous television projects, including “The American Short Story”
seties, and adaptations of novels by James Baldwin and Saul Bellow.
He is currently serving as principal advisor to Oprah’s Book Club
which is reading the Good Earth.
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ZuLFIQAR GILANI is Director of The Centre for Higher Education
Transformation (CHET), Islamabad, and is also currently setting up
an institution of higher learning in Islamabad in a public-private
arrangement. The envisaged university will focus on the Arts,
Humanities, and the Social Sciences. He was formetly the Rector of
Foundation University, Islamabad, and a member of the Task Force
for Improving Higher Education and the Steering Committee on
Higher Education. In the former he chaired the sub-committee on
Vision and Governance and co-authored its final report. In the latter
he chaired the sub-committee on Academic Quality. The work of
both has initiated an extensive process of debate and reform in higher
education in Pakistan. In Dec 2000 he was appointed the Vice
Chancellor of the University of Peshawar. As the Vice Chancellor
of the University of Peshawar and as member of the two national
commiittees, Gilani played a leading role in bringing about meaningful
changes in higher education, a mission that continues.

Davip GILMARTIN is Professor of History at North Carolina State
University and the current Secretary for the American Institute of
Pakistan Studies. His research and teaching specializations include:
history of the Indian subcontinent, British colonial period, history of
water control in the Indus Basin region, and the historical relationship
between local community, the state, and the environment

WiLLiaAM HANAWAY, President of the American Institute of Iranian
Studies and Emeritus Faculty, University of Pennsylvania,
specializes in Persian literature, epic and lyric poetry, popular
literature, paleography, diplomatics of all periods in the Iranian
cultural area (which includes Iran, Central Asia, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, North India).

S. NomanuL HAQ is currently a visiting faculty member of the
University of Pennsylvania, and Director of PLASP, an AIPS project.
Prior to this he was a professor at Brown and then at Rutgers. He is
also General Editor of Oxford University Pakistan’s book seties, S#dies
in Islamic Philosophy.

Wirma HESTON has her Ph.D. in Oriental Studies from U. of
Pennsylvania with a specialty in middle Iranian languages; she has
had personal experiences in research using computer technology since
1968. Her research in Pakistan in the 1980s began with Pashto folk
literature; a collaboration with Lok Virsa, Pakistan’s National Institute
of Folk Heritage, resulted in the publication of Bagaar of the Storytellers
with annotated translations of Pashto verse narratives. This Pashto
project builds on a collaboration with the Pashto Academy (Peshawar),
and isitself a collaboration with University of Chicago in cooperation
with Allama Igbal Open University. She served as Treasurer of AIPS
for six years.

SARMAD HUSSAIN is associate professor and head of Center for
Research in Urdu Language Processing at National University of
Computer and Emerging Sciences (NUCES), Lahore, Pakistan. He
is actively involved in the development of local language computing
and coordinates the Script, Speech and Language Processing program
at NUCES. He also serves on committees formed by Ministry of IT
and National Language Authority to develop national I'T standards
for Pakistan and has represented Pakistan National Body at ISO’s
JTC1 SC2 WG2, and is also a member of Bidi-List of Unicode,
which looks into the standardization issues of bidirectional languages.
He has completed many sctipt and language processing projects,
including the Nafees Nasta’leeq and Naskh fonts and Urdu Spell-
Checker and is currently leading development of English-Urdu

Machine Translation, Urdu Text-to-Speech system and Urdu
Computational Lexicon systems through a project funded by E-
Government Directorate of Government of Pakistan. He is also
leading PAN Localization project focusing on developing local
language support for Asian languages, which specifically includes teams
in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Laos, Nepal and Sri
Lanka and is funded by IDRC, Canada. Sarmad Hussain has been
awarded Dr. M. N. Azam Prize for Computer Science by Pakistan
Academy of Sciences, Government of Pakistan, for his work in
language computing in Pakistan.

J. Mark KENOYER is Professor of Anthropology at the University
of Wisconsin, Madison. He is also Co-Director of the Harappa
Archaeological Research Project (HARP) and its continuing
excavations at the site.

ROBERT LAPORTE JR. is a Professor of Public Administration and
Political Science at Pennsylvania State University. In addition to
academic responsibilities, he has also served as the Director of the
Institute of Public Administration at the University and is a Trustee
of the American Institute of Pakistan Studies..

FarzAND MasiH is Chair of the Department of Archaeology at the
University of Punjab, Pakistan. His recent publications include: (with
Shahbaz Khan) “Kallar - a Brick Temple.” Journal of the Punjab University
Historical Society, XXV (2000): 105-09. “Temples of the Salt Range
and Kafir Kot: Ornamentation.” Iahore Musenn Bulletin X111.2 (2000):
33-36. “An Extant Hindu Sahi Temple at Nandana.” In Sobdra, History
& Archaeology, by Abudl Aziz Farooq. Majlis-i-Sqafat Sohdra
(Gujranwala), pp. 81-94.

RicuarD H. MEADOW holds the B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. degtrees from
Harvard University. He is Director of the Zooarchaeology Laboratory
at the Peabody Museum, Harvard University, Senior-Lecturer on
Anthropology at Harvard, and Project Director of HARP, the
Harappa Archaeological Research Project. He has been excavating at
sites in Pakistan since 1974, first at the Harappan and early Harappan
period site of Balakot near Karachi with the late Professor George I
Dales, then at the Neolithic and Chalcolithic site of Mehrgarh near
Sibi in Baluchistan with the French Archaeological Mission directed
by Dr. Jean-Francois Jarrige, and most recently at Harappa where he
continues his 30-year collaboration with Dr. J. Mark Kenoyer.
Meadow’s technical specialty is the study of the remains of animals
found in archaeological sites (Zooarchaeology). His main research
interests include the domestication and exploitation of animals during
the pre- and proto-historic periods in the Middle East and South and
Southeast Asia, the development of the Indus Civilization, and the
provisioning of ancient urban settlements. He has authored or edited
over 100 papers and books, including Harappa Excavations 1986-1990:
A Multdisciplinary Approach to Third Milleninm Urbanism.

FARINA MIR is a historian of modern South Asia, with particular
interestin the colonial period. Her research focuses on the intersections
of history, language, and literature in late-nineteenth-century Punjab.
She is currently writing a book on the conceptions of religious
community, regional affinity, and gender relations that emetge from
Punjabi popular oral and written narratives; and on how these literary
representations inform our understanding of the Punjab’s late colonial
history. Mir received her Ph.D. from Columbia University (2002) and
is currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at
the University of Michigan.
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RoBERT NICHOLS is an Associate Professor of Historical Studies at
The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey. He teaches courses
and seminars on the history of South Asia, the Indian Ocean, modern
social movements, conceptual history, and research methodology. He
has recently conducted research on nineteenth and twentieth century
Pashtun migration in archives and communities in New Delhi,
Peshawar, and the Gulf. His study of the social and agrarian history
of the Peshawar region has been published as Se##/ing the Frontier: Land,
Law and Society in the Peshawar Valley, 1500-1900 (OUP, 2001). He has
a South Asia Studies MA and History PhD from the University of
Pennsylvania.

James NYE is Director, South Asia Language and Area Center and
Bibliographer for Southern Asia at the University of Chicago.

STEVEN PouLos is the Director of the South Asia Language Resource
Center located at the University of Chicago.

A. SEAN PuE is Ph.D. Candidate in Middle East & Asian Languages
& Cultures and Comparative Literature & Society at Columbia
University. He is completing his dissertation, ““The Rebitth of Adam:
N. M. Rashed and Modern Urdu Poetry.” He also develops computer-
based Urdu teaching and research tools.

RuBas QuREsHI, instructor of Urdu at SAIS-John’s Hopkins
University, has taught elementary Urdu since 2002 at the University
of Pennsylvania. She earned her BA with honors at St. Joseph’s
University in theology, and is a PhD candidate in religion at Temple
University focusing on sociocultural contexts of Islamic Studies.

TarIQ RaHMAN has a Ph.D in English from the University of Sheffield
in England. He is presently National Distinguished Professor of
linguistics and South Asian Studies at the Quaid-I-Azam University
in Islamabad, Pakistan. He has published five books on the language
politics, the history of language and education in Pakistan in particular
and among the Muslims of South Asia in general and nearly a hundred
research articles in scholarly journals, contributions to books,
encyclopedias and dictionaries. One of his books, Language and Politics
in Pakistan (Oxford UP, 1996) is widely considered a pioneering an
authoritative work on the language politics and history of Pakistan
and has been reprinted several times. His latest work Denizens of Alien
Worlds (OUP, 2004) is a survey and analysis of the education system
of Pakistan.

RasuL BaknsH Rars is Professor and Head of the Department of
Social Sciences at the Lahore University of Management Sciences.

JuNAaD RANA is Assistant Professor of Asian American Studies and
Anthropology at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He
completed his dissertation entitled “Traffic in the Diaspora: Pakistan,
Modernity and Labor Migration” at the University of Texas and is
currently writing a monograph based on this research.

Daisy RockweLL, the Vice-Chair at the Center for South Asian
Studies, University of California, Berkeley, received her PhD from
the Department of South Asian Languages and Civilizations at the
University of Chicago in 1998. From 1997-2003 she taught Hindi-
Urdu and courses in South Asian literature and film at Loyola
University Chicago. She writes about aesthetics, translation and
criticism in Hindi and Urdu literature and film.

MaAGGIE RONKIN is completing her PhD in discourse analytic
sociolinguistics at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. She
received her MS in Linguistics at Georgetown University and a
Graduate Certificate in Urdu from the University of California’s
Berkeley Urdu Language Program in Pakistan, as well as her BS from
American University. Her publications include three co-edited volumes
on language pedagogy and sociolinguistics, and articles and reviews
in the Journal of Sociolinguistics and The Journal of Asian Studies.
She has twice been named an AIPS awardee, and has recently taught
self-designed courses in programs on linguistics and justice and peace
at Georgetown University and in anthropology at American University.
Cutrently, she is a visiting scholar in the new South Asia program at
Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS), where, with Rubab Qureshi from the University of
Pennsylvania, she introduced the study of Urdu in spring 2005.

NILOFER SHAIKH is the Chair of the Departments of Archaeology
and Geography at Shah Abdul Latif University, Khairpur, Pakistan.
She earned her M.A in Archaeology from Cambridge University and

her Ph.D. from S.A.L. University, Khairpur.

AvYESHA SIDDIQA is the Pakistan Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars. She is also a Visiting Fellow at the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad. Her areas of
expertise include South Asia, military expenditure, arms control, and
arms procutement.

BRIAN SPOONER is Professor of Anthropology at the University of
Pennsylvania and Curator for Near Eastern Ethnology at the
University of Pennsylvania Museum. Besides working in Pakistan
since 1963 he has conducted ethnographic and ethnohistorical research
in Afghanistan, Iran, and Central Asia and consulted for various UN.
and U.S. agencies on programs relating to environment and
development in those countries. His current research is focused on
modern social and cultural change in the same area. His publications
include Poputation Growth: Anthropological Implications (1973), Ecology and
Development (1984), and numerous articles relating to Pakistan in the
Encyclopaedia Iranica. He is editor of Pakistan Studies News, and
has been President of the American Institute of Pakistan Studies
since 1999.

Asram SYED is a Visiting Faculty member with the Department of
South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania.

MarviN G. WEINBAUM is professor emeritus of political science at
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and served as analyst
for Pakistan and Afghanistan in the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau
of Intelligence and Research from 1999 to 2003. He is currently a
scholar-in-residence at the Middle East Institute in Washington DC.
Dr. Weinbaum’s research, teaching, and briefings have focused on
the issues of national security, state building and democratization,
and political economy. He is the author or editor of six books,
including South Asia Approaches the Millenninnr: Reexamining National
Security, co-edited with Chetan Kumar in 1995, and Afghanistan and
Pakistan: Resistance and Reconstruction in 1994.  In all, Dr. Weinbaum
has written more than 70 journal articles and book chapters, mostly
about Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iran, but also on Egypt and Turkey.
Among his recent publications are book chapters for edited volumes
dealing with the U.S.-Pakistan partnership in counterterrorism, state
building in Afghanistan, and human rights in Turkey, Iran, and
Afghanistan.
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