North Carolina Central University

ENG 2410: Sacred Texts and Traditions of South Asia
Instructor: Stanzin Tonyot

Fall Semester 2013 (August 19 to December 10)

T/Th  2:45-3:40

Course Description

For more than four millennia people in South Asia (i.e., India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal) have pondered the sacred world and its relationship to human consciousness and behavior.  Through an examination of this world’s sacred texts and traditions, this course introduces students to the key world region of South Asia.  In addition to introducing the religions of this region, the course contains a detailed semester-long case study about Pakistan.  This case study will employ an interdisciplinary view and focus on how sacred diversities within Pakistan relate to the country’s politics and society.  Multiple texts from the course’s required readings will address this focus.  In addition to Pakistan specific lectures and class discussions, the class includes four guest lectures by academics, senior graduate students and/or community members from the local Triangle Area about the relationship between politics, society and religion in Pakistan.  The course aims to not only shed general light on sacred life in South Asia through a country specific case study, but to hold up a mirror to comparatively reflect on western conceptions of the sacred and secular worlds.  The course also involves fieldtrips to South Asian-run sacred sites (e.g., temples, mosques, gudwaras and churches).
Student Learning Outcomes
1. By means of the midterm and writing three papers, students will articulate the basic tenets of sacred life in South Asia.

2. Based on reading the assigned course texts, students will practice using primary sources for analyzing religious beliefs and practices in India, Pakistan and other South Asian countries.

3. After attending and taking notes of lectures, students will compare and contrast sacred life and traditions within different parts South Asia and between world regions.

4. By participating in class discussions of readings and lectures, students will articulate and identify the role that region plays within the textual and socio-cultural traditions of South Asia, in general, and of Pakistan specifically.

5. By doing class presentations and PowerPoint enhanced podcasts, students will use technology to demonstrate analytical and critical thinking skills about sacred writings and practices in India and Pakistan.

STANZIN TONYOT

117 Dillard St.

Carborro, NC  27510

Telephone: 919-951-8209 
Email: tonyot@email.arizona.edu
EDUCATION
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

Ph.D. in Anthropology, anticipated 2015
Advisors: Dr. Brian Silverstein and Dr. Richard M. Eaton
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

M.A. in Anthropology, December 2009

University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

B. A. in Anthropology, August 2006

Punjab University, Chandigarh, India

B.A. in History, Economics and Public Administration, May 1998

EMPLOYMENT
Graduate Teaching Assistant, Spring 2011
University of Arizona, School of Anthropology (Indv.102: Many Ways of Being Human)
Research Specialist and Manager, Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology (BARA) Fall 2006 – 2007, Research Specialist/Manager, BARA, Department of Anthropology 
Research Assistant, Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology 
Spring 2006, Internship, BARA, Department of Anthropology
Research Assistant, Structured Liberal Education, Stanford University
2004, assistant to Mark Mancall, Professor of South Asian History, Buddhism and Chinese History

Teaching Assistant, Pima Community College Adult Education                                                                                                                                        2003, Volunteer ESL teacher assistant
HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS

2007-2010  
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 

2010  

Graduate and Professional Student Council Travel Grant 

2010 

School of Anthropology, Graduate Student Travel Scholarship Fund 
2010 
Social and Behavioral Sciences Research Institute Pre-Doctoral Graduate Research Grant
2009  
Graduate and Professional Student Council Travel Grant 

2009 
School of Anthropology, Graduate Student Travel Scholarship Fund 
2008 
National Science Foundation Travel Grant 

SELECTED ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

2010 
“Circulating Arts of Government: Governmentality, the State and Buddhist-Muslim Politics in Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir, India.” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana 

2010 
“Governmentality, Local Politics, and Buddhist-Muslim Relations in Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir, India.” Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin 

2010   Chaired a panel on “Regional Politics and Civil Society in India” at the Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, Wisconsin

2009 
“Liberal Representative Democracy, and Religious conflict in Leh District, J&K, India.” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
2009 
“State, Nationalism, and Religious Identity Politics in Leh.” International Association for Ladakh Studies Colloquium, Leh, Ladakh, India.
2004 
“Buddhism and Social and Political theory.” Stanford Program in Structured Liberal Education, Stanford University. 
LANGUAGE SKILLS

- Fluent in written and spoken Tibetan
- Fluent in written and spoken Hindi

- Fluent in spoken Urdu
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